ECN MEETING: 16 JANUARY

“LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS – SHAPING THEIR FUTURE”

SUMMARY

1 To note that the Government has issued an important consultation paper on the future role and powers of Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPS)

2 To discuss and agree a response by ECN

ISSUES

The Government issued a major consultation paper on 8 December. Responses have to be submitted by 3 March.

A summary of the key points in the consultation paper is attached. (Note: if you would like a copy of the full paper contact the ECN Team)

It is clear the Government is committed to a significant increase in the role and powers of LSPs. There is also a welcome recognition of the importance of the role of voluntary and community groups on the LSP.

Some key issues in the consultation paper are:

· Extending local `Community Strategies` to become `Sustainable Community Strategies` (also covering planning, development and land-use issues)

· LSPs must address cross cutting themes such as sustainability and environmental issues, culture, transport, volunteering and community access to public services

· There should be a legal duty on local public agencies (such as the local authority, Police and PCT) to co-operate with the LSP and provide financial and in-kind support

· There should be an LSP Executive Board (including voluntary and community sector reps)

· There should be an LSP Partnership Protocol (setting out what is expected from LSP partners)

· Voluntary and community reps should be included on the LSP and second-tier partnerships “both in their role as service deliverers and as representatives of the local community”

· There could be a formal legal requirement on the local authority and LSP partners to promote the engagement of the voluntary and community sector in the LSP

There are some key weaknesses in the consultation paper:

· It says virtually nothing about equalities, diversity and community cohesion issues

· There is no reference at all to the Change Up programme

· It raises issues about resources and funding but makes clear it expects local partners (rather than central Government) to provide these

· It raises some good points about training and support for LSP reps but doesn’t make any clear proposals

A suggested draft ECN response to the consultation paper is also attached. This is only an initial draft for comment by ECN members.

In addition, Ealing LSP held an awayday in late December to discuss its role, priorities and future partnership working. A feedback report from ECN LSP reps will be made at the ECN meeting

